
On December 17, 1903, the Wright Brothers flew for the 1st ;me at a field in KiAy Hawk in 
North Carolina. It happened on their fiJh aAempt. Orville was the one that on the fiJh aAempt 
to fly. When he took off, he flew for 12 seconds! Upon landing, his brother Wilbur ran to the 
telegram office and sent a message back home to his sister Katherine and it said: “We have 
flown for 12 seconds. We will be home for Christmas.” 

When his sister Katherine received the message, she ran to the local newspaper and met with 
the senior editor and explained that her brothers and her new flying machine had flown for 12 
seconds and that they would be home for Christmas if he would like to set up an interview. The 
editor said that would be nice and he would be sure to put something the next edi;on of the 
paper about the boys. 

Two days later, on December 19th, on the 6th page of the newspaper, it said: ‘Wright Brothers 
Home for Christmas.” The editor had missed the major headline of that year, “Man Flies for the 
First Time!” 

In our reader’s theatre of this morning’s scripture reading, Mary could have easily missed the 
angel’s message. At that ;me, being pregnant before marriage could have resulted in a severe 
and humilia;ng punishment and, possibly, a death sentence by stoning, if Joseph had rejected 
her. Instead, she chose to put her trust in God’s direc;on for her life. She did not miss the 
major headline that her baby was God’s way of bringing about peace to all those weighed 
down by oppression.  

The Bible has a lot to say about peace. Genera;ons before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah 
looked beyond the turmoil and chaos of his world, he proclaimed 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlas;ng Father, 

Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). 

And on that first Christmas, angels announced the arrival of that Prince of Peace with the 

words: “Glory in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to shoe on whom his favor rest.” 

Throughout his life, Jesus demonstrated through words and ac;ons that God’s peace was 

available to everyone. His par;ng words at a supper before his death on the cross was a 

promise that God’s peace would always be with his followers. 

“Peace I leave I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 



Some;mes, we can spend so much ;me wishing things were not the way they actually are that 
our ability to see how God might be working within our situa;on is diminished. When we 
accept what is and then open ourselves up to how the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives, we will 
come to know that God is indeed with us providing the peace we need when we are in 
uncertain circumstances. 

The Christmas song “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” speaks of a person experiencing God’s 
giJ of peace in the midst of despair. 

In the mid-1800’s Henry Wadsworth Longfellow enjoyed celebrity standing because of the 
popularity of his poems such as ‘Paul Revere’s Ride”. You may have heard the saying: “Into each 
life some rain must fall.” That was Longfellow who first penned those words. 

When his wife Fanny died when her dress caught on fire, Longfellow not only grieved, he also 
experienced a crisis of faith. He con;nued to work wri;ng and performing poetry. However, 
those closest to him knew his spirit lacked hope, joy, and peace. 

Three years aJer her passing, Longfellow was facing another Christmas without her. Stepping 
away from the household fes;vi;es, he went to his study and tried to write about the joys of 
the season. 

He began with what we know as the beginning to the now familiar Christmas song “I Heard the 
Bells on Christmas Day” 

"I heard the bells on Christmas day. 
Their old familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men." 

As he con;nued, he was overcome not only by grief for his wife but also grief for his country. 
Civil War was in full swing.  His own son had been severely wounded. The days looked dark. 
The future looked grim. And so he wrote: 

"And in despair I bowed my head: 
'There is no peace on earth,' I said, 
'For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men!" 
 
And then, a Christmas miracle must have happened. In the midst of his personal turmoil, he 
allowed himself to turn his thoughts to God who is always ready with the peace that can seem 
at ;mes for all of us so impossible to find.  



Longfellow concluded his poem by saying: 
"Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men." 
 
And so we have the marvelous Christmas song "I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day."   

In the days to come, there will be much that we will miss about Christmas that we have been 
accustomed to. There will be sadness in not being able to gather together with family and 
friends to share food and fun as in years gone by. However, God will not be absent. The giJ of 
God’s peace will always be wai;ng for us to unwrap. 


