
Easter 2021 Reading – John 20:1-18 

As the lifeless body of Jesus is laid into the virgin tomb, those who witnessed the spectacle 
retreat into the city that has claimed the lives of so many prophets. All are crushed that their 
teacher and friend has died such a horrible death. Their hopes are dashed against the rocks of 
Golgotha. In the first hours of grief, Jesus’ followers huddle together in secret in the city, 
hoping to avoid arrests and execuBons. They mourn. They grieve. They remember. Three days 
later, some venture outside the city and return to the place where He was buried. 
Miraculously, the stone has been rolled back, and the rock-hewn tomb is empty. Has someone 
taken His body? Are His enemies laying a trap for His followers? Or perhaps—could it be—that 
the last days have arrived? 

Before the sun had risen on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene made a trip to the tomb where 
His body was laid to rest. In the darkness, she discovered the covering had been rolled 
away. She darted out of the garden to find Simon Peter and the dearly loved disciple to deliver 
this startling news. She told them: “They have taken the body of our Lord, and we cannot find 
Him!” 

Together, they all departed for the tomb to see for themselves. They began to run, and Peter 
could not keep up. The beloved disciple arrived first but did not go in. There was no corpse in 
the tomb, only the linens and cloths He was wrapped in. When Simon Peter finally arrived, he 
went into the tomb and observed the same:  the cloth that covered His face appeared to have 
been folded carefully and placed, not with the linen cloths, but to the side. ARer Peter pointed 
this out, the other disciple who had arrived long before Peter also entered the tomb; and 
based on what he saw, faith began to well up inside him! Before this moment, none of them 
understood the Scriptures and why He must be raised from the dead. Then they all went to 
their homes. 

Mary, however, stood outside the tomb sobbing, crying, and kneeling at its entrance. As she 
cried, two angels appeared before her siTng where Jesus’ head and feet had been laid. The 
heavenly messengers said: “Dear woman, why are you weeping?” 

Mary Magdalene replied: “They have taken away my Lord, and I cannot find Him.” ARer 
uVering these words, she turned around to see Jesus standing before her, but she did not 
recognize Him. Jesus said: “Dear woman, why are you sobbing? Who is it you are looking 
for?” She sBll had no idea who it was before her. Thinking He was the gardener, she 
muVered: “Sir, if you are the one who carried Him away, then tell me where He is and I will 
retrieve Him.” Jesus said: “Mary!” Mary, turning to Jesus and speaking in Hebrew cried out 
“Rabboni, my Teacher!” 



Jesus told her: “Mary, you cannot hold Me. I must rise above this world to be with My Father, 
who is also your Father; My God, who is also your God. Go tell this to all My brothers.” Mary 
Magdalene obeyed and went directly to His disciples. 

The hope of resurrecBon has oRen been a topic on the lips of Jesus. Now it is taking shape. 
Confusion gives way to convicBon as Jesus appears alive over the next few Sundays. One by 
one He convinces His followers that God has raised Him from the dead. 


