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Each and every ,me I start my car, the screen on the dashboard flashes a warning sign.  

WARNING: Distrac,on may cause accidents. Do not operate while driving. Always concentrate 
on driving and obey traffic regula,ons. See operator’s manual. 

Then there is a place on the screen to touch:  “I agree.”  

When I order a coffee from Tim Horton’s, the coffee cup warns me in both French and English 
that the contents are hot and to be careful.  By the way, a cup of Timmie’s iced coffee does not 
have a warning that it is cold and to be careful. 

For the past 20 months we have been con,nually warned to take care and follow public health 
restric,ons and guidelines. 

 There is no doubt that warning signs are important to help us keep safe and healthy.  

However, I do wonder about some warning signs: 

-iron on transfers for t-shirts warns: ac,vity using a hot iron. Only an adult should do this 
ac,vity. Do not iron while wearing shirt. 

-a disappearing ink marker for fabric warns: should not be used as a wri,ng instrument for 
signing cheques or any legal document. 

-a label on clothing warns: machine wash gentle. No bleach. Line Dry. Do not dry clean. Do not 
wear for sumo wrestling clothing. 

This morning’ scripture reading is a warning … a warning to Chris,ans with a Jewish 
background who lived beyond Jerusalem…. Beyond Pales,ne and were scaYered throughout 
the Roman empire.  

This spiritual warning was from a leYer writer who iden,fies himself as James, a servant of 
God and of our Lord Jesus Christ to his friends who he names as: the twelve tribes scaYered all 
over the world.  

This leYer… one of 21 leYers found in the New Testament of the Bible…. Is tradi,onally 
aYributed to James the brother of Jesus and who was also known as James the Just. 

At the ,me, James was an important, respected, and influen,al leader in the early Chris,an 
movement. When Jesus first started preaching and teaching, James misunderstood what it was 
all about and was not a follower. But that changed. 

In this leYer to the Corinthians (I Corinthians 15:7), Paul ‘s list of the earliest witnesses of Jesus 
resurrec,on includes James.  



James was in Jerusalem when the recently converted Saul/Paul arrived to meet with him and 
Peter. (Gala,ans 1:19). Several years later, when Peter escapes from prison, he reports to 
James about the miraculous manner of the escape. (Acts 12:17).  

Along with Peter and John, James was not only an elder of the church, he was considered a 
pillar and the backbone of the church. (Acts 15:12, 19) Although he himself ministered almost 
exclusively to Chris,ans with a Jewish background, he was a strong advocate for the inclusion 
of believers of all culture and religious backgrounds. 

In the early days of the Chris,an movement, leYers from leaders like Paul, Peter, and James 
were treasured. Remember, the gospels of MaYhew, Luke, and John were not yet compiled. 
These faith communi,es didn’t have the convenience of a Bible to refer to like we do. And so, 
they relied on remembering the teachings and stories of Jesus as well as the leYers that 
arrived from ,me to ,me to give them spiritual help and encouragement. 

In today’s scripture reading, James is sending a warning that you can’t just think about being a 
Chris,an; you can’t just feel like a follower; you must live it with every ac,on that you take. 

 The Rev Dr. David Lose is a Lutheran minister from Minneapolis. David writes that James is 
warning us that faith needn’t be heroic. It doesn’t demand grand gestures or extraordinary 
efforts but it does demand a consistent commitment to express our beliefs with ac,ons no 
maYer how small the act might seem to be. 

In an ar,cle called “Ordinary Saints”, David Lose explains this morning’s reading in this way:  

He writes that James makes a startling claim in the opening verse of this passage: 

"Every generous act of giving comes from above." Every generous act of giving. Not some 
generous acts. Not only Chris,an acts of giving whatever those might be. But all generous acts 
of giving. And to that David Lose says we might add all acts of mercy, or advocacy, or support, 
or friendship.  

All we do that is good comes from God. This means that faithfulness is available to all of us: in 
our homes, places of work or volunteering, our schools and communi,es and more. Wherever 
you find yourself, God is at work for the health of this world God loves so much. 

Later in this passage, James becomes quite specific by including behaviors to avoid -- being 
slow to listen, quick to anger, engaged in sordidness, etc. -- as well as behaviors to cul,vate -- 
being quick to listen, slow to speak, and eager to care for those most vulnerable.  

Then David Lose concludes: All of these things are within our reach.  
What parent doesn't want to be slower to anger with his or her children?  
What friend doesn't want to be a beYer listener?  
Aren't all of us in a posi,on to offer help and support to those in need?  



Albert Schweitzer was not just a hearer of the word of God. he was also a doer. Born in 1875 
and passing away in 1965, he was an excep,onal organist, an outstanding physician, a brilliant 
Bible Scholar, and a winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace in the early 1950’s. He came from a 
wealthy family and in his own right was extremely successful at whatever he decided to do 
whether it was wri,ng a book about the historical Jesus, deba,ng the existence of God, or 
playing a sold out organ concert. 

At one point in his career, Schweitzer surprisingly decided to leave his life of or privilege and 
pres,ge in Germany to study medicine and became a full-,me medical missionary in Africa. He 
went and did medical mission work at an isolated hospital deep in the jungle.  He spent the 
remainder of his life… more than 50 years… devoted to that project and used the proceeds 
from his Nobel prize to found a safe refuge for lepers in the village where he worked. 

During a BBC interview, Schweitzer was asked why he lem his amazing life in Germany to go to 
do what he did. He replied, “I have decided to make my life my argument.” In other words, 
Schweitzer did what he heard the teachings of Jesus said. 

If I was wri,ng a warning sign for Chris,an faith, keeping in mind what James wrote in his 
leYer, I would paraphrase William Arthur Ward who was a devoted Methodist layperson and 
leader and who wrote inspira,onal sayings such as “a warm smile is the universal language of 
kindness.” 

Warning: Chris,an faith is more than belonging; it is par,cipa,ng. 
 -more than believing; it is prac,cing. 
 -more than being fair; it is being kind. 
 -more than forgiving; it is forgenng. 
 -more than dreaming; it is working. 

In the coming week, may God help each one of us to be doers and not just hearers of what 
Jesus lived and taught.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 


