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Minister: Kelly Grittner

Prelude: The Coventry Carol/The First Nowell arr. M. Hayes
Welcoming and Land Acknowledgement
“As we gather together, let us pause to remember that we live, work and worship on lands that are, by law, the unceded
territories of the nations of Treaty 7. As Christ’s people, may we be people of love, of truth, and of reconciliation. May
we live with respect on this land, and in peace and friendship with its people.”

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Midwinter Reflections 2023 – Alan Richards

Hymn What Child is This VU 74

Call to Worship
Praise the Living God! Praise God from the heavens:
Sun and moon and shining stars, praise the Living God!

Praise God’s Holy Name,
whose word speaks all things into being,
who is present in the expanse of the universe,
and in the voices of children.
Praise the Living God, our rescuer and deliverer,
whose wonder is found in the heavens and in all creation,
who comes in innocence, and with mercy.

O God, our light, our beauty, our rest:
With the appearance of your Son you have brought us
into your new creation.
Form us into your people, and root our lives in you;
through Christ, the Living Light.

Opening Prayer
Holy and gracious God, we gather in the wake of Christmas to offer you our gratitude and joy.
You welcome us into your sanctuary like a loving parent or a close friend.
You greet us with compassion and hope, as we come to worship you.
May our worship be joyful and sincere.
May your love touch us and your message empower us to live and share your good news throughout the world.
AMEN

Hymn Go Tell It On the Mountain VU 43

Hearing God’s Word
Isaiah 35:1-10

Story
In 1865, the famous preacher and abolitionist Phillip Brooks rode on horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem and
participated in the Church of the Nativity's Christmas Eve celebration. In response to his experience there, he wrote the
now-famous carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” which was first performed by the children’s choir of his church a few
years later. Unlike many Christmas carols, the lyrics of this reflective and hopeful song are set in the present tense rather



than the past. The author’s experience of wonder and awe are palpable and cover the seemingly great distance between
the birth of Christ then and our experience of it now.

Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem VU 64

Isaiah 9:2‒7

Story
Written by Massachusetts Unitarian minister Edmund Sears, this pastoral-sounding carol carries a much deeper meaning
than simply retelling the birth of Jesus. Sears hoped to offer an uplifting message amid the great poverty he was witness
to and to remind people that God, in the form of a child, had entered a world sorely in need of love and peace. Richard
Storrs Willis’ tune, CAROL, paired with the words only a year later, gave the carol its lasting appeal and one of its two
most common tunes, the other being NOËL.

A very fine movie made in 1992, A Midnight Clear, tells the story of American and German soldiers laying aside their
weapons on Christmas Eve of 1944. The story ends tragically, as miscommunication causes hostilities to resume. Yet, the
powerful third verse of the carol, with its invitation to hush the noise of battle in order to hear God’s “love song” to the
earth and all people, is a strong one. This carol speaks gently, yet powerfully, God’s word of peace amid strife and
weariness.

Carol It Came Upon the Midnight Clear VU 44

Favorite Seasonal Songs/Hymns and Associated Stories

RESPONDING IN LOVE
Invitation to Offering
In the gifts of word and song,
we hear the story of your gift of life, O God.
Here, we offer what we can of ourselves,
we who are part of that same story.

Offertory Refrain (VU 55, verse 4)
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man/one, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him—give my heart.

Offering Prayer
Receive these gifts, God of All, for the work of your kingdom.
May our words become witness, and our witness become work,
for your people, in your world. Amen.

Prayers of the People
As you have drawn us to your cradle of wondrous love, O God,
draw us together in this place, that we might
pray for your people and your world.

Today, we give you thanks for the gift of your child, Jesus Christ,
who in birth, life, death, and resurrection revealed
your unending love for all people and opened to us
the purpose and promise of life together.

We give thanks also for the gifts of this season:



hope for the vision of justice you promise, even in the midst of despair;
for peace within and among your people, even in the midst of conflict;
joy found in reunion and celebration, even amid the challenges of this life;
and love, with the power to transform and heal all things, even in the midst of brokenness.

We pray for those who still long for these, your gifts, God of Love:
for those who will spend this season alone or anxious…
for those who grieve an empty place at the table this year…
for those who are ill, in body or in spirit…
for those in hospital and in care…
for those who endure the terror of conflict and oppression…
for those who will go hungry this day, and who long for the simplest of creation’s gifts…
for your people and your world, we pray, O God.

Let us listen to the angels’ song again, your song of love for this world.
Move us to return that song in what we say and do,
that we may be instruments of your hope and peace and joy and love.

We pray these things in the name of Jesus, who became the Christ,
and who taught us when we pray to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven.
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us
not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

“Winter Solstice” “Glimpses of Grace” Madeline L’Engle

Hymn Joy to the World VU 59

Blessing and Benediction
From this house to yours,
may you share in the gifts of this season.
May love, the promise of generations, attend you.
Joy, the gift of life together, fill you.
Peace, the desire of neighbour and nations, find you.
Hope, the horizon of faith, sustain you.
And may a very Happy New Year be yours. Amen.

Postlude: We Three Kings arr. D. Karp

Announcements:

● For announcement Questions or addition, here is the contact information - balzacunitedchurch@gmail.com.
PHONE: 4032265844

● For any general information on the Church please see the BUC Website Linked here:
https://balzacunitedchurch.com/

● Minister Kelly’s phone number if needed: # 403 219 3535

https://balzacunitedchurch.com/
https://balzacunitedchurch.com/


● Year End Status: As we approach the end of the year, the board is asking that you consider increasing your
donations to the church for this year. We reported earlier this month that our receipted offerings were falling
short of our expenses and are currently running at a deficit for the year. We would appreciate your support in
helping improve our financial position. Your options to donate are as follows:
○ Drop an envelope in the offering plate that will be passed around during Sunday service
○ Mail a cheque to Balzac United Church, 10076 Twp Rd 262, Balzac AB T4B 2T3 and ensure that it is dated

prior to December 31, 2023 to receive credit for it this year.
○ E-Transfer funds directly to the church at treasurer@balzacunitedchurch.com
○ For future consideration, register for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) for an automatic monthly

withdrawal from your bank account or credit card. Please email Hannah Walkes, BUC Treasurer
treasurer@balzacunitedchurch.com for further information.
If you would like information on your current donations for 2023, please email our Envelope Secretary,

Michelle Kotelko at michellekotelko@gmail.com and she will be able to provide you with that

information.

Thank you for helping us out and for your financial support.

Ruth Unser, Board Chair

First Third Ministry Corner

Everything for our kids, youth & young adults

The email address for all Sunday school, youth and young adult programming for Balzac United Church is

BUCfirstthirdministry@gmail.com. Please send all Sunday school and youth group correspondence to me through this

new address. I am also available to chat on my cell number (587)229-3878.

Our programs can't run without the tremendous efforts of volunteers. We are currently in need of volunteers to help

with the following:

● nursery volunteers, either for one Sunday or on a rotational basis

Please let me know as soon as possible if you are able to help support this vital ministry.

Upcoming Events for First Third Ministry

December 31: We will have a “Getting Ready for the New Year Party” during Sunday school. More details to come.


